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electronic Bill of Lading

In addition to shipping lines, freight forwarders, banks, 
and even world leaders have committed to the eBL. 

Unfortunately, BCOs haven’t collectively made 
a similar commitment yet.
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DCSA estimates that 100% eB/L adoption could unlock 

$18 bn worth of cost savings for the shipping ecosystem

Cost savings for direct stakeholders

Faster handling of documents and less 

errors and issues (e.g. lost documents)

Cost savings for indirect stakeholder
Reduce handling costs for banks, brokers, 

government authorities and similar parties

Trade enablement
Easier access to global trade, especially for 

SME’s, and unlocking of new business 

models

Improved data security & integrity
Better means to protect and preserve 

data, and being able to control access

Environmental benefits
28,000 trees saved and less transport 

movements

Better law enforcement
More efficient and effective law 

enforcement by various agencies

Monetary Benefits Non-monetary Benefits



Addressing barriers for 100% eBL

Always something else to do
Moving from crisis to crisis. Fundamental 

improvement doesn’t have priority. 

Waiting for each other
Carrier waits for customer, customer waits 
for IT provider, IT provider waits for carrier.

Technical interoperability
IT systems and security measures are not 

compatible to each other.

“Soft” barriers

Legal & Regulatory barriers

Commercial law
Not accepted by courts or ambiguity about the 
acceptance.

Regulatory requirement
Regulatory requirements prevent the use of 
electronic documents.

Operational practices of agencies
Even if the law allows it, officials “on the ground” 
might not accept it.

Interoperability barriers

Data interoperability
Not the same language is used, data can't be 
transferred across platforms.

Technical interoperability
IT systems and security measures are not 
compatible to each other.

Legal interoperability
Different legal regimes and compliance rules 
prevent electronic use. 



What is DCSA doing to achieve 100% eBL?

Footer (source of information)

Create 
interoperability

Advocate 
for better legislation

✓ Technical 
standards

✓ Platform 
interoperability

✓ Data safety 
and trust

✓ Legal 
enablement

✓ Government 
commitment

✓ Trade 
negotiations

✓ Global trade 
alliances

✓ National 
initiatives

✓ Joint showcase 
projects

✓ Independent 
research

✓ White papers 
and e-books

✓ Webinars and 
workshops

✓ Generate 
funding

✓ Conformance 
testing

✓ DCSA+ Partner 
program

Drive 
collaboration 

Provide 
information

Support 
implementation



DCSA is opening up to the wider shipping community

Receive support from DCSA experts for implementation and 

adoption of standards, unlocking efficiency and cost benefits of 
truly standardized and interoperable data.

CONTRIBUTE
Take part in the pioneering group that is developing future digital 

industry standards. Gain early access to standards development, 

testing and piloting

CONNECT
Join the global community and engage with industry leaders to 

access opportunities, gain insights and align on actionable 

solutions.

JOIN THE FUTURE OF CONTAINER SHIPPING

Be part of the transformation towards a fully digital, 
standardized, and connected container shipping industry.

The DCSA+ partnership program offers a unique opportunity to 

collaborate with industry leaders, drive innovation, and 
accelerate interoperability. 

Lead the change. Join DCSA+ today.

ACCELERATE



Thank you
For more info and all our publications, please 
visit www.dcsa.org or reach out to 
dominique.willems@dcsa.org 

http://www.dcsa.org/
mailto:ominique.willems@dcsa.org
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