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Federal Maritime Commission

Office of the Secretary
800 N Capitol Street NW

Washington DC 20573
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RE Filing ofaRequest for Infocmal Adjudication of Small Claim

against OTINVOCC and OCC under the Shipping Act
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Claimant DSW INTERNATIONAL INCShipper and Owner ofCargo

Arinze Udegbune President

11180 Harry Hines Blvd Suite 110 Dallas Texas 75229 USA

Respondent 1 COMMONWEALTH SHIPPINGINCOTINVOCC
Respondent 2 ABOU MERHI LINES LLCOCC

Dear Secretary of the Commission

Please be advised that this law firm represents the abovereferenced Claimant DSW

INTE ATIONAL INC Arinze Udegbune President 11180 Harry Hines Blvd Suite 110

Dallasexas 75229 which does hereby file with the Commission aComplaint for Informal

Adjudication of Small Claim under the Shipping Act

This Complaint is filed against the two Respondents listed below

1 COMMONWEALTH SHIPPING INC is an OTINVOCC Its president is Victor K

Onyeujo and its mailing address is 9560 Skillman Road Suite 100 Dallas Texas 75243

USA and

2 ABOU MERHI LINES LLC Is an OCC Its mailing address is 13453 N Main Street
Suite 505 Jacksonville Florida 32218 USA and it has a second mailing address at 7939

Honeygo Blvd Baltimore Maryland 21290 USA

This case is basically aconsumershipperprotection case One of the major functions of

the Federal Maritime Commission being consumerprotection I believe the Commission does

have jurisdiction over this case under the Shipping Act

Afrer conducting a legal research I amhereby filing this case with the Office ofthe

Secretary as an Informal Petition to invoke the official regulatory investigative and

adjudicative jurisdiction ofthe Commission not as that of aconsumercomplaint seeking a

consumer dispute resolution service of the Commission The amount of the damages demanded

is less than5000000 without adding the attorneysfees Knowing that judicial litigation is a

CNAE AND ASSOCIATES PC
3010 LBJ FreaSitSU

Dallas Texas 5234
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cumbersome and timeconsuming course for acase the stake of which is less than 50000my

clienttheClaimant herein has chosen adjudicative proceedings at the Commission

I hereby request that this case be assigned to the Informal Petition docket You will find

that a detailed account of the facts ofthe case is described in detail in the Claimants Sworn

Statement requesting Informal Adjudication of a Small Claim three copies of which are endosed

herewith All evidentiary documents relevant and available are attached to the Swom Request
and aze attached thereto as Exhibit 1 through Exhibit 8 Obviously the two Respondents
COMMONWEALTH SHIPPING INCOTI or NVOCC or ABOU MERHI LINES
LLCOCC should be in possession of much more papers and documents

Enclosed herewith is my company check in the amount of6700 to cover your filing fee

Thank you for your assistance and cooperation in this matter Looking forward to hearing from

you a favorable result within a reasonably prompt time period

Very truly yours

n B Chae

Attomey for Claimant DSW Intemational Inc
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REQUEST FOR INFORMAL ADJUDICATION OF SMALL CLAIM

f I Pi I 30

FEDERAL MARITIME COMMISSION i

WASHINGTON DC
FEuEac

Informal Docket No c yd
CLAIMANT DSW INTERNATIONAL INC aTexas Corporation

Arinze Udegbune President
11180 Harry Hines Blvd Suite 110 Dallas Texas 75229 USA
Shinper and Owner of Cargo

RESPONDENT 1 COMMONWEALTH SHIPPING INC
Victor K ONYEUJO President

9560 Skillman Road Suite 100 Dallas Texas 75243 USA
OTINVOCC

2 ABOU MERHI LINES LLC
13453 N Main Street Suite 505 Jacksonville Florida 32218 USA or

7939 Honeygo Blvd Baltimore Mazyland 21290 USA

L The Claimant the undersigned affiant Arinze Udegbune is the president of DSW

INTERNATIONAL INC aTesas corporation duly organized and existing under the laws of the

state of Texas I the Claimant make this sworn statement in the capacity of the president of said

DSW International Inc as well as in my individual capacity for the purpose of filing a Request
for Informal Adjudication of A Small ClaimhereafrerComplainP with the Federal Maritime
Commission hereinafter the Commission against the two Respondents listed hereabove I
the Claimant am over the age ofeighteen and am competent and not incompetent in every
manner to make this sworn statement

IL The Claimant DSW Intemational Inchereinafter the ClaimanP is a shipper and
owner of the cargo involved herein The liable partieshereinafter the Respondents against
whom the Claimant files this Complaint are Commonwealth Shipping Inc an OTINVOCC
hereafrer Respondent Commonwealth and Abou Merhi Lines LLC an OCChereafter
Respondent Abou Merhi

II The Claimant and the Respondents made and entered into an ocean shipping agreement
for intemational ocean transportation of the ClaimanYs cargo Thereafrer in the course of the

intemational ocean shipping Respondents committed gross negligence breached the agreements
and violated the terms ofthe Shipping Act of 1984 as modified by the Ocean Shipping Reform
Act of 1998hereafrer the Shipping AcP The Complaint filed herein is a matter over which the
Commission may exercise jurisdiction per the Shipping Act
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IV The Claimant respeclfully requests that the Commission investigate this matter ofbreach

of contract and violation of the Shipping Act by the Respondents The Claimant further requests
the Commission and the Settlement Ocer find that the Respondents violated the Shipping Act

and that as adirect and proximate result oftheir violations theceof the Claimant sustained an

actual damage in the amount of4540000 The Claimant further respectfully requests that the

Commission order the Respondents to pay jointly and severally to the Claimant reparations and

damages in the following amounts4540000 for actual damages pre judgment interest at the

rate of ten percent10 per annum and post judgment interest at the rate of twelve percent12
per annum750000 for reasonable and necessary attorneys fees and all costs and expenses the

Claimant has expended to prosecute this Complaint

V The Claimant is DSW International Inc a shipper and owner ofthe cargo involved in

this Complaint The Claimant is aTexas corporation and its mailing address is 11180 Hany
Hines Blvd Suite 11Q Dallas TX 75229 The affiant herein Arinze Udegbune is the president
ofthe complaining corporation The Claimant did pay all charges and fees under the tariff in

connection with the ocean transportation of the fteight involved herein

VI This Complaint is filed againsi the following two Respondents

ICOMMONWEALTH SHIPPING INC an OTI andor NVOCC At the time ofthe shipping
conttact Respondent Commonwealth represented himself as a freight forwarder with the Federal

Maritime Commission License Number of019202 The mailing address of Respondent
Commonwealth was9560 Skillman Road Suite 00 Dallas Texas 75243 and

2 ABOU MERHI LINES SAL an OCC whose mailing address is 13453 N Main Street Suite

505 Jacksonville FL 32218 Respondent Abou Merhi also had an address of7939 Honeygo
Blvd Baltimore Maryland 21240 USA

VII The facts and content of the Complaint are described in detail herebelow

Claimant DSW INTERNATIONAL INC Arinze Udegbune President is an expoRer to

foreign countries ofused motor vehicles On or about June 16 2008 the Claimant retained

Respondent Commonwealth Shipping of 9560 Skillman Road Suite 100 Dallas TX 75243 as

an international freight forwazding agentorOTI or NVOCC to have two units ofused

automobile vehicles shipped to Nigeria

The two vehicles were

I Used 2004 Ford Explorer4Door Sports Truck VIN 1 FMZU67K44UB59703 and

2 Used 2001 Honda Accord Passenger car VIN 1HGCG16541A

VIII The ClaimanUShipper instructed Respondent Commonwealth to find asafe reliable
reputable and suitable ocean carrier to transport said two automobiles to Nigeria The Consignee N
designated was UDEMBA ELECTRONIC5 COY LTD of 133 Idewu Industrial OlodiApapa
Lagos Nigeria and the foreign por ofunloading was designated as COTONOU p6



Of course the Claimant ShippedOwner of the Cargo did pay all shipping charges and other
costs under the tariff for the transportation of those two items offreight Enclosed aze copies of
all relevant documents to indicate the transaction including but not limited to the Bills of Lading
issued by Respondent Commonwealth

IX Respondent Commonwealth did subsequently retain an international ocean common

carrier by the name of ABOU MERHI LINES SAL which is cunently located at 13453 N
Main Street Suite 505 Jacksonville FL 32218 Said Respondent Abou Merhi also issued two

Bills of Lading one each for each ofthe two vehicles to Respondent Commonwealth of 9560
Skillman Road Suite 100 Dallas TX 75243 The Place and Date of Issue of said Bills of Lading
were Baltimore MD06062008 by ABOU MERHI LINESUSA LLC 7939 HONEYGO

BOULEVARD BALTIMORE MARYLANDZipCode Illegible The copies of these Bills of

Lading aze enclosed herewith as Exhibits

X The ocean transportation ofthe shipment should not take more than three months at the
most By midOctober 2008 more than four months had passed but the Consignee in Nigeria
failed to receive a Telex Release from the ocean common carrier Upon inquiry afrer inquiry the
most the Claimant Shipper and Owmer of the cargo heazd from Respondent Commonwealth

the Ocean Transportation Intermediary was that Respondent Abou Merhi the Ocean Common

Carrier had stated the shipment ofthe two motor vehicles could not be located ie the two
automobile vehicles were lost in transit and their whereabouts could not be located

XI This is an extreme and egregious case of gross negligence The Claimant is amerchant

honorable and reputable The loss of the two vehicles herein will be a tremendous blow to the
Claimant company and it will have drastic and longlastingunfavorable effects upon the
ClaimanYs business turnover

XII Under the Shipping Act and under its many regulatory provisions the OTPs NVOCCs
and OCCsall have a duty to faithfully perform the contractual terms and conditions ofthe tariffs
and the shipping agreements The Respondents are required to file with the Commission all such

agreements and the Commission is the regulatory agency overseeing the OTPs NVOCCsand

OCCs compliance An OTI is required to establish and observe reasonable practices with

respect to delivery and handling ofthe shippers cargo TheOTINVOCC and the OCC owes a

duty of faithful performance of the shipping contract and are to be held liable for the breach of

any contractual terms arising from its transportationrelated activities An OCC is specifically
prohibited from unreasonably refusing to deal or negotiate with the shipper Section 10b10
of the Shipping Act

XIII The Claimant has made numerous and repeated requests requesting that the two

Respondents herein locate and find the two vehicles at the earliest possible time But Respondent
Abou Merhi the OCC herein has absolutely refused to even to talk to or communicate with the
Claimant Despite the Claimants numerous and repeated demands to the two Respondents the
two Respondents refused to cooperate and negotiate with the Claimnant Because of Respondent MAbou Merhis the OCCs refusal to communicate andor negotiate with the Claimant it has
been impossible for the Claimant to obtain any relief
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XIV Now there is no other altemative action that the Claimant can take with the

Respondents That is why the Claimant is hereby filing this Complaint requesting that the
Commission exercise its regulatory and investigative jurisdiction in this matter and make an

informal adjudication of this claim under the Shipping Act

XV If the two vehiclesshipped by the Claimant have indeed been lost in transit and the

Respondents cannot find them within a reasonable period of time while the Commission

investigates the case the Claimant has no other alternative but to respectfully request that the
Commission determine the twoRespondents are jointly and severally liable to the Claimant for
the loss of the cazgo The Claimant does respectfully request the Commission and the Settlement
Officer make a finding that the two Respondents arejointly and severally liable to the Claimant
for their breach ofcontract their gross negligence and their violation of the provisions of the

Shipping Act and further that as adirect and proximate result thereof the Claimant suffered a

serious damage The Claimant prays that the Commission and the Settlement Officer order that

two Respondents pay jointly and severally a reparation and damages for such liability

XVI The following is a list of damages that are currently calculable and available which the
Claimant does demand that the Respondents pay jointly and severally to the Claimant

1 The market value ofAutomobile One 2004 Ford Explorer4Door Sports Truck
2370000 which includes 800 that was spent to add abed cover

2 The market value of Automobile Two 2001 Honda Accord Passenger Caz V6 Leather
Sunroof All Power and full option added 1690000

3 The costs of trucking the two vehicles from Dallas Texas to Jacksonville Florida
100000or500 per vehicle

4 The storage chazges for the twovehicles 60000or300 per vehicle

5 Prepaid Shipping Charges 320000or1600 for each vehicle

XVII The total amount of damages the Claimant demands from the two Respondents OCC
Abou Merhi Lines LLP and OTUNVOCC Commonwealth Shipping Inc jointly and severally
is therefore4540000 Additionally the Claimant has already paidandor has agreed to pay
reasonable and necessary attorneys fees to Chae and Associates PC located at 3010 LBJ

Freeway Suite 750 Dallas TX 75234 for the legal services the law firm rendered The law firm
has rendered legal services to prosecute the legitimate claims of the Claimant The necessary and
reasonable attorneys fees in this case have been750000 which the Claimant does request the
Commission to order the Respondents to pay to the Claimant on ajoint and several basis

XVIII Additionally the Claimant requests that pre judgment interest on the total amount of
the damages at the rate of ten percent10 per annum be awazded from the date the cause of
action azose to the date of the judgment issued by the Commission and post judgment interest at
the rate of twelve percent12 per annum be awarded from the date the Commission issues its a



judgment until the judgment is paid in full The Claimant further requests that the Commission
order the Respondents to pay to the Claimant any and all costs and expenses which the Claimant
has expended in the course ofprosecuting the claim herein

XIX After the passage of this much time since the Respondents undertook the shipment of
the two units of vehicles under the international shipping contract at this time the Claimant does
believe time is of the essence in this matter The Claimant does respectfully request that the
Commission expedite the investigation and factfinding in this matter and complete adjudication
ofthe entire matter within a reasonable period oftime

XX The Claimant hereby authorizes the Commission and its SetUement Officer to determine
the abovesaidclaim pursuant to the informal procedure outlined in Subpart S46 CFR 502301

502305 ofthe Commissionsinformal procedure for adjudication of small claims subject to

discretionary Commission review Attached are copies of bill of lading copies ofcorrespond
dence or other documents in support of the claim

The undersigned Claimant looks forward to heazing from the Commission and its
Settlement Officer a prompt andfbleadjudication in this matter

Date Mazch 23 2009 I I
ClaimanYs Signaure
Claimant Arinze Udegbune Pre ent in s representative capacity on behalf of

DSW International Inc and in hi i dividual capacity
11180 Harry Hines Blvd S e 11Q Dallas Texas 75229 USA

Signature ofClaimants Attorney
Name and Address Don B Chae Attomey at Law

3010 LBJ Freeway Suite 750 Dallas Texas 75234 USA

VERIFICATION

The State of Texas

County ofDallas

THIS IS TO CERTIFY that on this day the abovesaidClaimant personally appeazed before me
the undersigned authority and being first duly sworn by me upon his oath deposed and stated
that he has knowingly and voluntarily made the above statement tha all the facts set forth
therein without qualification aze true and cottect that the facts stated therein upon information
received from others the claimant believes to be true and correct and that he signed the above

a4
m
c



statement in his capacity as the president and

in his individual capacity

Arinze

DSW International Inc as well as

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME a notary public in and for the State ofTexas

County of Dallas on this 23rd day of March 2009

VV Yeon WChae
A1yCanmissbnErpwes
10110f2009

N tary ublic in and for the State of Texas
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LIST OF EXHIBITS

Exhibit 1 Copies ofthe two Bills of Lading issued by Respondent COMMONWEALTH

SHIPPING INCaForwarding Agent to Claimant DSW INTERNATIONAL INC
Shipper ofthe cargo involved herein dated06162008 2 pages

Exhibit 2 Copies ofthe two Bills of Lading issued by Respondent ABOU MERHI LINES
SAL Beirut Lebanon to Respondent COMMONWEALTH SHIPPING INC
which is designated as Shipper 2 pages

Exhibit 3 One page copy ofClaimant DSW INTERNATIONAL INCsbusiness card

Exhibit 4 One page profile of the Texas corporation known as COMMONWEALTH

SHIPPING INCRespondent herein copied from public records Texas Secretary of
Statesoffice

Exhibit 5 A copy of the inquiry letter which Claimant DSW INTERNATIONAL INC wrote
to Respondent ABOU MERHI LINESUSALLC

Exhibit 6 A copy of information that provides Respondent ABOU MERHI LINESsemail

address

Exhibit 7 A copy ofthe two page letter the ClaimanYs counsel wrote to Respondent ABOU
MERHI LINESUSALLCOCC The letter is dated November 7 2008 and its
purpose was for inquiry and demand for damages 2 pages

Exhibit 8 Acopy of the onepage letter the ClaimanYs counsel wrote to Respondent
COMMONWEALTH SHIPPING INCOTINVOCC This letter dated November
25 2008 is a demand either to locate the twovehicles or to pay damages to the
ClaimantOwner of the cazgo



TH SHIPPIl INC
2Exporter Principal orselleNlcensee and addressIncudirg Zlp Code

D5W INTERNATIONAL INC
11180 IIARRY HINES BLVD q110

DALLASTX
U5A Zip Code
3Consfgned To

UDEMBA ELECTRONICS COY LTD
133 IDEWIJ INDUSTRIAL

OLODIAPAPA LAGOS

5DOCUment Number

JCS302

BExport Refarences

1793

Number

BaReference No

719

7FOrwaMingAgentNameaMAdtlrcss Z143Ci7177

COMMONWEALTH SHIPPING INC
9560 SKIILMAN ItOAD SUTTE 100

BPoint Sfate orOrignorFTZ Number

JACKSONVIILEFL

4Notiry Party Intermediate Consignee Nama and Aearcss

AME4ABVE

FU50 NotlfyanNOfPqtlltlonal RoUtlng InStrUCtionS

12PreCartlage By 13PIace of Recelpt by PreCartier

54Exporting Cartier 15Port of Loading Export 10Loadirg Pier Tertninal

SEAAHMED VOY806 JACKSONVILLE

16Foreign PoA of Untoadingvasselane etr mty 17PIacaof Delivery by OnCartier 11Type of Move 11aConfainerizedVesse
COTONOU VESSEL Yes No

Marks and Numbers Number of Descriptlon Of CAmmoditles nSchedule B detatl Gross eight Measurei

78 Packages 20 Knos 21 22

RO RO 1 USED 2004 FORD PKVIN1FMZU67K44UB59703 1813 kgs

AES XTN O10821828719

TRANSITNIGERIA AES 11NX20080527043537

SEDFLED6LEC1RO ICALLY

AES X7NO10821828 19 FREIGHT RE ID ON BOARD06Ol2008ATJACKSONVILLE
ON B ARD NAMED VESSEL SEA AHMED VOY 806 VIH ABOU MEAHI LINES S CARRIER

Thae c modities tahn lo orsoRware wereex ned fiom ihe United Ststd in accordance with tLe eac RA inishation rc lations

CONDIIIONS CONTINUED FROM REVERSESIDE
In accepting ihis Billof Lading fhe Shipper tha Consignee and the Owner of the

goods agreeto be bound by ail of its stipulatlons and condiBons whefher written printed
or stamped on the front orbadc hereof any lopl customsof priviteges M tha mntrary
nohvithstanding

In agreement the Shipper specifically approves iha dauses on the front and cn the
back of this Billof Lading

COMMONWEALTH SHIPPING INC
As ABents For The Shipper

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the masler ofAgent of said vessel has affirmed to THREE

3ORIGNALBilisof Lading all of this tenor and date ortaot which being acmmpNshed
the other to stand void

06162008
Oate Agents

BLNo

ORIGINAL

F
1

C T7i2



pMMONWEALTH SHIPP INC
2ExpAerPrncipal wsenervtlcensee and addre udtrq Zlp Coae SDOCUment Number 5aBillot Lading Number

DSW INTERNATIONAL INC JCC 3002

11180 HARRY IIINES BLVD 110 BExport References 6aReference No

1794 720

DALLASTX
USA Zip Coda 75229

3Consigned To 7Forwardlrg Agent Name aMAddreu 214ELi7177

UDEMBA ELECTRONICS COY LTD CONIMONWEALTH SHIPPING INC

133 IDEWTINDUSTRIAL 9560 SHILLMAN ROAD SUITE 100

DALLAS TEXAS 75243 FMC 019202

OLODIAPAPALAGOS BPolnt State orOrlgin or FTZ Number

NIGERIA JACKSONVIIYEFL

4NoGfy Party Intertnediate Consignee Name and Address USO NoQfy andcrAdditlonal RouHng InsWcHons

12PreCarriage8y 13PIace ot Recelpt by PreCartier

74Exporting Cartier 15Port of Loadfng Export 10Loading Pler Terminal

SEA AIIMED VOY 0806 JACKSONVILLE

18FOreign Portot Unbadingvesset and afrony 17PIace of Detivery byOnCarrler 11Type of Move 11aConWinerizedVasse

COTONOU VESSEL NoYes

Marks and Numbers Number of Descriptlon Of Commoditles hScheduia e deren Grou elght Measurei

18 Packages 20 Knos 21 2z

RO RO 1 USED2001 HOND 4DVIlV1HGCG16543A079154 1464 kga
AES XTN O108282720

TRANSIT NIGERIA AESI1N X20080527043296

SED FILED ELECfRO ICALLY

I

AES XTN010821828 20 FREIGHT R ON BCARD 06Ol2008AT JACKSONVILLE

ON B ARDNAMED VESSEL SEA AIIIviED VOY0806 VIA ABOU MERHI LINES S CARRIE

These c modides tecM Io orsoftwere wae ex rted from the United Statd inaccordance with the ex rt A inistration re ladons

COND7IION5 CONIQUIDFROM REVEPSB SID
In accepting this Bill of Lading the Shipper the Consignee and the Ownerof fhe

goods agree fo be bound by all oi iisstlDularions and conditlons wheMer writtenprinted
or stamped on thafrnt w badc hereof any lopl customs of privlleges to the mntrary
nohvithstanding

In agreement the Shipper specifiealy approves the dauses on Lhe front and on the

back of this Bill of Lading

COMMONWEALTH SHIPPING INC
AsAgeNS FaThe Shipper

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the master of Agentof said vessel has affirmed to THREE

3ORIGINAL Bills of Lading all of this tenor and date oe of which being accomplished
the other to sland void

06162008
Date

i

Agents
8LNo

OlaIGINAL

t

11T

6e 1
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D S W International Inc
Sports Streetwear Luggage 8 Accessorles Auto Brokero

DSWSports Imports i
17180 Harty Hines BNd 170 9724881800

Dallas TX 75229 9724881809

udagbunear 2145577010
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BUSINESS ORGANIZATONSINQUIRY VIEW ENTITY

Filing Number 800693372 Entity Typ DomesticForProft

Corporation
Original Date ofFiling August 14 2006 Entity Status In existence
Formation Date NA
Taa ID 32020400274 FEIN
Duration Perpetua
liame C WEALTH SHIPPIN

Address 7514 WILSHIRE DR

WLETT TX 750898884 USA

Page 1 of I

Briefcase

REGISTERED FILING ASSUMED ASSOCIATED
AGENT HISTORY NAMES MANAGEMENT NAMES ENTITIES

Naane Address Inactive Date

VICTOR K ONYEUJO 7514 WILSHIRE DRIVE

ROWLETT TX 75089 USA

Otdcr RscirmoSearch

Instructions
N To place an order for additional information about a filing press theOrderbutton

httpsdirectsosstatetxuscorpinqunycorpinquiryentityaspSfilingnumber80069 11252008

Logut
BUSINESS ORGAlYIZATIONS INQUIRY IEW ENTITY



IDSW INTERNATIONAL INC
11180 Harry Hines Blvd 110 Dallas TX 75229

9724881800 2145577010

ATTN Mr Gordon Marcheskie Julie Johnson

Accounting Department
Abou Merhi Lines LJSA LLC
13453 N Main Street

Suite 505

Jacksonviile F132218

Dear sir
REQLTEST FOR INFORMATION ON of 2004 Ford Exalorer vin
1FMZU67K44UB59703 and 2001 Honda Accord

vin1HGCG16541A079154

We have been informed by our shipper common wealth Shipping Inc that

our shipment of 2004 Ford Explorer vin 1FMZU67K44UB59703 and

2001 Honda Accordvin1HGCG16541A079154 can not be found ie

missing on Transit

The two 2 shipment was made since the month ofJune via Sun Belt Dixie

813 A due payment was made Bill of Loading was Issued No Telex

Release was issued yet

We are a reputable company and we have been in business for the past 10

years its been more than six months since we shipped this two units via your
steam ship line It has been a lot of inconvenience and it has a drastic effect

in our business turn over

We aze requesting onhow to recover our vehicles please arlvice

Thanks
Arinze udegbune
For Dsw International Inc
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From accountingusa@aboumerhilinescom
To SALES@COMMONWEALTHGLOBALCOM
Sent Friday October 31 2008 852 AM

Attach PREPAIDS SWV0818JAXCTU Commonwealthpdf
Subject INVOICESFOR 818

V1TH BEST REGARDS
ULIE JOHNSON
ccounting AdministrativeAssistani C
bou Merhi LinesUSA LLC
3453 N Main SVeet
tuite 505
acksonvitle FL 32218

oice 904 696980Q k
ax 904 6969802

Itsit our webstte at wwwaboumethlllnescom
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ONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE
hisemail and anyattachments are confldenttal and atso may be priyileged Ifyou are not the named reGpfent or have othecFss recelved

hiscommunica8on in error please delete R from your fnbox notify the sender Immediately and do not disGose its contents to any other

erson use them fw any purpose wstore or copy them In arymediumlhnkyou foyour cooperatlon
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Telephone 972845580

Ifovember 7 2008

rCHAE AND ASSOCIATES PC
3010 LBJ Fteenray Suite 750

Dallas Texas 75234

Abou Merhi LinesU5A LLC

13452 NMain Street Suite 505

Jacksonville FL 32218

ATTN Gordon Marcheskie or Julie Johnson

Accounting Department

Fac972845582

CERTIFIED MAII RETURN RECEIPT

REQUESTED No ff bORIl ton473d7502

RE Exgorter DSW InternationallncArinzc Udegbune President

Freight ofTwo Auto Vehicles 2004 FordElorer and 2001 Honda Acwrd LX

Lost and Undelivered toPort ofDischarge Cotonou
Demand for Your Payment ofDamages

Deaz Sir or Madam

Please be advised that ttus law office represents theabovereferenced DSW
INTERNATIONAL INC Arinze Udegbune Presideat an exporter ofeised motorvelucles
focated at 11180 Harry Hines Blvd Suite 110 Dallas TX 75229

On or about June l6 2008 my client by and through aForvarding Agent Common

wealth Shipping Inc of 9560 Skillman Road 100 Da11as Texas 75243 requested that your

company Abou Merhi Lines ship two units of automobile vehicles ie1Used 2Q04 Ford

Explorer4Door Sports Tmck VIN IFMZL167K44UB59703 aad 2Used 2001 Honda Acwrd

Passenger caz VIN 1HCrCG16541A to UDEMBA ELECTRONICS COY LTD of 133 Idewu

Industrial OlodiApapa Lagos Nigeria the foreign port of urloading benng COTONU

Enclosed aze copies of all relevant documents to indicate the traosaction including but

not limited to the Bills ofLading issued by Abou Merlu Lines and Commonwealth Slupping Inc

Ofcourse my client did pay your s6ipping charges and youc company issued regular Bills of

Lading for these two items ofshipment

Sevetal months passed but no Telex ltelease was issued by your company Upon inquiry
after inquiries my client has just learned that your company stated the slvpment ofthe two motor

vehicles could not be found ie the twoautomobile vekdcles were lost or missing on tcansiG My
client is an hoaorable and reputabie company The loss ofthe two vehicles herein will be a

tremendous blow to my client company and it will have adrastic and longlasting unfavorable

effect upon my clienYs business turn over
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If the two velucles have indeed been lost in transit and your company caanot fmd them

very sooniewithin a week ofthe date ofthis letter my client has no other alternative but to

hold yourcompany liable and demand daniages for your liability by any and all means

The following is a list ofdamages that are currently calculable and available although
there may show up some more items of damages later

1 The mazket value ofAutomobile One 2004 Ford Explorer4Door Sports Truck
2370000which includes 80 that was spent to add a bed cover

2 The mazket value ofAutomobile Two 2001 Honda Accord Passenger Caz V6 Leather
Sunroof All Power and futl option added 1690000

3 The costs oftrucking ofthe two vehicles from Da11as Texas to Jacksonville Florida
50000per vehicle

4 The storage chazges for the two velvcles 30000 per vehicle

5 Prepaid Shipping Charges 160000 for each vehicle

6 Premiums for insurance coverage paid was3600Q0 for the two velucles

The total amount ofthe damages my client intends to recover from Abou Merlu LinesLJS
LLP is therefore at this point in time4900000 Additionally my client has already paid
andor has agreed to pay additional reasonable attomeys fees to this law firm for the legal
services rendered by this law firm to proscute this legitimate claims ofmy client My client

does intend to recover such attorneys fees from the liable party In the event your company

agrees to pay the amount of damages as demanded herein without resorting to a court action at

this time this law firm will be able tocharge only2000attomeys fees In the event this case is

prolonged and requires more than the parties direct negotiations iacluding but not liauted to a

court actinor azbitration the reasonable and necessary attomeys fees will go up accordingly

After this much passage oftime since your company undertook the shipment of the two

units ofvehicles my client does beieve time is of the essence in this matter Please respond to

this letter within seven days ofyour receipt hereef This letter will be mailed to youby United
States mail Certified and Return Receipt Requesed Since time is of the essenc I am going to

send the same to you by email as well

Looking fonvazd to hearing from you apmmpt and amicable response in tlus matter

Very trul ours

n B Chae N

Attorrey for DSW Intemational Inc
w
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CHAE AND ASSOCIATES PC
3010 LBJ Freeway Suite 750

Dallas Teacas 75234

Telephone 9724845580

November 25 2008

Commonwealth Sfiippinglnc
ATTEN Victor Onyeujo President
9560 Skillman Road Suite 100

Dalas TX 75243

Fax9724845582

RE DSW International Inc MyCIfent
Demand for Damages in Connection with My Ciients Loss of Two Vehicles Shipped

Dear Mr Onyeujo

Pleasebe adyised that this law office represents theabovereferenced DSW

INTERNATIONAL INCFrinze UdegSune President an exporter of used motor vehicles located

at 11180 Harry Hines Btvd Suite 110 Dallas TX 75229 As you aPe aware my clietdid retain

you as a freight forewarder irt orde toexor two urits of au4o vehicesto LagoS Nigeria You

made an arrangement under vhich the twovehicles were shipped by and through a shipper
known as Abou Merhi Lines but the rrvo vehicles wzre lost in trensit

Erclosed herewith please see a copy ofmy letter dated November 7 2008 and written

to Abou Merhi Lines demanding a payment of damages As much as Abou Merhi Lines is liable
it is obvousthat you are liable for tfie oss of thetwovehicles Such loss occurred because of

your failure to perform your contractual duties your liabilityforseeding an incompetent ad

unqualified shipper and yowr negligence to exercise a reasonable degree of care in handling
and having mycient twovehicles shipped toNigeria

My client does intend to file a suit against Abou Merhi Unes and further intends tojoin
you as a codefendant in such suit unless you are willing to paythe damages as outlined and

demanded in my letter of November 7 2008 sent toAbou Merhi Lines Unless this law office

hears from you about your intention topay the damages within seven days of this letter a suit

wiil be filed jointiy and severally against you and Abou Merhi Lines

Very truly yours

Don B Chae Attorneyfor DSW International Inc

Enclosure Copy of my letter toAbou Merhi Lines dated November 7 2008


