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Bordeaux, 7" January 2010

Ref ; Petition P1-08 ; Petition of the National Customs Brokers and Forwarders
Association of Amerlea Inc. for exemption from mandatory rate tariff publication.

Dear Sir or Madam

Our entity, entitled “Alfred Balguerie S.A. — Transo”, Is a French O.T.I. / N.V.O.C.C.. We
arrange for the transportation of goods from a number of different countries to and from the
United States.

We have previously submitted a statement In support of NCBFAA's petition. However, further
to your request for additional information, we would like to add the following comments on
this topic.

Exemption from tariff filing for 0.T.1./N.V.0.C.Cs

Tariff filing has always been an additional and, from our point of view, unnecessary burden
for our company due to the fact that it is extremely costly to administer and it does not
serve any purpose.

The financial aspect is even more critical today due to the current economic crisls and the
dramatic situation in the shipping Industry. The unstable climate means that the rate validity
offered by the shipping lines is much shorter than before. We constantly have to adapt our
selling rates to match the Incessant fluctuation in rates, Therefore, there has been a
muitiplication of the number of entries in our tariff over the last two.years and the cost has
increased significantly. We indicated in our previous correspondence that the annual cost for
tariff maintenance was between $30,000 and $40,000 and although we do not have a final
figure for 2009, we estimate that there will be a 25% increase in cost over the last two
years.

2009 has been an extremely difficult year In the forwarding Industry with a serlous drop in :
activity (about 20% compared to 2008). We were obliged to introduce a partial [
unemployment system for all of our 230 employees in May this year in order to maintaln ;
their employment. This measure will continue into 2010 and we envisage that the economic

climate could be even more difficult for the Industry this year. Additional costs such as tariff

filing only contribute to make the situation worse, The considerable time spent on filing could i
also be employed more positively elsewhere.
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Finally, T would itke to underline that rate filing in our official OTI/NVOCC tariff does not
serve any purpose as our customers request a quotation for a frelght rate and our offer is
confirmed in writing indicating the applicable ocean freight rate and surcharges, None of our
customers have ever requested access to our OTI/NVOCC tariff.

T hope that the above comments will be taken into consideratlon and I look forward to
seeing new developments in the regulations concerning 0.T.L/N.V.0.C.Cs.
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Jean-Michel BAILLET
Directeur
Alfred Balquerie S.A. — Transo, Bordeaux - France




