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BEFORE THE  

FEDERAL MARITIME COMMISSION  

 

 

DOCKET NO. 15-04 

 

 

CROCUS INVESTMENTS, LLC AND CROCUS, FZE, 

 

– vs. – 

 

MARINE TRANSPORT LOGISTICS, INC. AND ALEKSANDR SOLOVYEV 

a/k/a ROYAL FINANCE GROUP INC. 

 

 

 

COMPLAINANTS’ STATUS REPORT 
 

 

 Complainants, by their counsel Marcus A. Nussbaum, Esq. respectfully inform the 

Commission as to the following: 

 It has come to the undersigned’s attention that the Table of Contents and Table of 

Authorities to Complainants’ Additional Proposed Findings of Fact and Brief, dated October 27, 

2016, (and which were submitted contemporaneously with Complainants’ Petition to Reopen the 

proceedings) had been inadvertently omitted from the electronic filing of said documents. While 

the hard copy version of the documents provided to the Commission and to counsel for respondents 

is complete, annexed hereto is the electronic version of the Table of Contents and Table of 

Authorities. 

Dated: October 28, 2016 

  Brooklyn, New York 

      Respectfully Submitted, 

 

       ________________________________ 

       Marcus A. Nussbaum, Esq. 

       P.O. Box 245599 

       Brooklyn, NY 11224 

       Tel: 888-426-4370 

       Fax: 347-572-0439 

       Attorney for Complainants  

       marcus.nussbaum@gmail.com  
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

I hereby certify that I have this day served the COMPLAINANTS’ STATUS REPORT upon 

Respondents’ Counsel at the following address: 

 

Montgomery, McCracken, Walker & Rhoads, LLP 

437 Madison Ave., 29th Floor 

New York, NY 10022 

Attn: Stephen H. Vengrow, Esq. 

Attn: Eric Chang, Esq. 

 

by first class mail, postage prepaid, and by email (echang@mmwr.com and 

svengrow@mmwr.com). 

 

 

 

      ________________________________ 

      Marcus A. Nussbaum, Esq. 

      P.O. Box 245599 

      Brooklyn, NY 11224 

      Tel: 888-426-4370 

      Fax: 347-572-0439 

      Attorney for Complainants  

      marcus.nussbaum@gmail.com  

 

 

Dated: October 28, 2016 in Brooklyn, New York. 
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ADDITIONAL PROPOSED FINDINGS OF FACT 2 

 

ARGUMENT 7 

I.     RESPONDENT SOLOVYEV HELD HIMSELF OUT AS MANAGER OF 

MTL, AND HIS EXTENSIVE EXPERIENCE AS AN OTI AND 

QUALIFYING INDIVIDUAL FOR TWO OTHER OTI’S ESTABLISH 

THAT HE WAS ACTING AS AN OCEAN FREIGHT FORWARDER 

WITHOUT A LICENSE AND IN VIOLATION OF THE SHIPPING ACT 7 

 

Solovyev Was Intimately Involved in the Activities of MTL and WEC 7 

Vadim Alper Confirmed That MTL Had Sold the Subject Boats to 

Complainants and That Solovyev Had Not Acted Merely as “Agent” of MTL 8 

 

Alla Solovyeva As Co-Owner and President of MTL Is Also Inextricably 

Linked To Solovyev and WEC 9 

 

Raya Bakhirov as the “General Manager” of WEC during the Subject Time 

Period Was Under the Control of Solovyev and MTL 10 

 

 

II.    SOLOVYEV OPERATED IN THE CAPACITY OF OCEAN FREIGHT 

FORWARDER WITH RESPECT TO THE SUBJECT SHIPMENTS AND 

IN DOING SO, VIOLATED THE SHIPPING ACT 10 

 

While Acting in the Role of OFF, Solovyev Breached His Fiduciary Duty to 

the Complainants 14 

 

Solovyev as OFF for Shipment of the Monterey and Chaparral from the 

United States to Dubai 16 

 

Solovyev as OFF for Shipment of the Monterey and Chaparral from Dubai 

back to the United States 17 

The Vessel Bills Of Sale Establish That Solovyev Performed Customs 

Clearance, Engaged in Unloading and Other OFF Activities for the Subject 

Boats 17 

 

Solovyev, as Freight Forwarder, Breached His Duties to the Complainants 

With Respect To the Trailer for the Formula 19 



The Fact That the Formula Was Temporarily Placed Into Storage by 

Complainants Does Not Change the Character of the Shipment - - The 

Formula Was Destined For Export 20 

Soloveyv’s Breach of His Breach of His Duty of Good Faith and Fair Dealing  22 

Respondents’ Inconsistent Statements in Two Different Forums Regarding the 

Wire of $4950.00 from Complainants to the Respondents 22 

 

 

III.  MTL VIA ITS ALTER EGO WEC VIOLATED THE SHIPPING ACT BY 

ISSUING INVOICES FOR STORAGE AT RATES CONTRARY TO 

THEIR POSTED TARIFFS 25 

 

 

IV.  RESPONDENTS VIOLATED SECTION 41102(C) OF THE SHIPPING 

ACT 27 

The Additional Facts Support a Finding of Liability Against Respondent 

Solovyev, Both Individually and Under a Veil Piercing Theory 29 

 

Solovyev Is Liable Under a Veil Piercing Theory And Should Be Treated As 

The Alter Ego Of MTL, RFG, and WEC 29 

 

Solovyev Can Be Held Individually Liable Without Veil Piercing   33 

 

 

CONCLUSION 34 
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