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Dear Ms Gregory, 
 
 
 
On behalf of the International Federation of Freight Forwarders Associations (FIATA), I  am 
writing today in support of TIA’s and NCBFAA’s recent request for a 30 day extension for 
filing comments in response to the Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (ANPRM) 
published in the Federal Register on May 31, 2013. FIATA respectfully requests that the 
Commission grant TIA’s request and extend the comment period from the current deadline 
of July 31, 2013 to August 31, 2013. 
 

The International Federation of Freight Forwarders Associations (FIATA) is the largest and 
leading non-governmental organization in the field of transportation, representing 40’000 
forwarding and logistics companies employing up to 10 million people in 150 countries. 
FIATA has consultative status with several United Nations bodies and is recognized by many 
governmental and private organizations worldwide. 
 
The Federation’s main objectives are to promote and protect the interests of the freight 
forwarding industry, to improve the quality of freight forwarding services, to assist with 
vocational training and to familiarize the business world in particular and the public in 
general with the wide range of services rendered by the industry. Many of the FIATA 
member companies are engaged in maritime transportation and are acting as NVOCC’s.   
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We understand that the ANPRM was developed over the course of at least two years, and 
that the Commission staff constructed the proposed changes to longstanding OTI 
regulations after countless hours of internal deliberations. In order to give this proposed rule 
the consideration it deserves, FIATA will spend a considerable amount of time soliciting and 
preparing comments from 109 Association Members worldwide.     
 
Unfortunately, given the short time for this comment period and because the summer is 
traditionally a period when many choose to vacation, it is highly unlikely the Commission will 
be provided with meaningful comments from the affected industry, absent an extension. 
 
Therefore FIATA supports TIA’s and NCBFAA’s extension requested and respectfully 
requests to extend its comment period to August 31, 2013 for all interested parties.  
 
Please let us know whenever FIATA or I may be of service.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

F I A T A 

 
Mr Christopher J. Gillespie 

Chairman of the Multimodal Transport Institute  

 

 

 

 


