Conaress of the United .
Houge of Repregentatives HOMELAND 56 CURITY

UBashingten, BC 20518
December 22, 2011

_ SHNGLOGY
s, Karen V. Gregory

Secretary

Federal Maritime Commission
200 Neorth Capito! Street, NW

Washington, DC 205730001

Subject: Docket No. 11-19, U5, Lontainerized Cargo Flows — Response to NO!

Dear Madam Secretary;

i would like to offer my input in response to the Federal Maritime Commission’s Notice of Inquiry on factors that may
cause or contribute to the shift of cargo destined for America’s heartland from United States to Canadian and Mexican
seaports. Several organizations in my Congressional District and State such as the Minnesota Chamber of Commerce,
the International Falls Area Chamber of Cammerce, and the Duluth Area Chamber of Commerce have also submittad
comments in regards to the Federal Maritime Commission’s Notice of Inguiry.

Cross-border trade between the United States and Canada is critical to my Congressional District and the State of
Minnesota. Port Ranier in International Falls is the largest rail port in the United States. Not surprisingly, Port Ranier
provides significant employment and economic opportunities for our region. In total, roughly 157,000 Minnesota jobs
depend on trade with Canada and Canada is the largest consumer of Minnesota exports.

Considering the importance of Minnesota’s trade with Canada, | am opposed to the imposition of any further taxation
on United States-Canada trade. | am concerned that increased taxation would exacerbate our state’s unemployment
problem and ultimately have a detrimental impact on our country.

To improve the competitiveness of American ports, the United States should start by better utilizing the receipts from
the Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund (HTMF) to dredge our channels to their authorized depths and widths.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this important issue, Please inclugje this letter in the public docket for
I

this proceeding.

Membet of Cngress
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